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Hitherto, tap water had always been free. Well think again...on March 22, a glass of tap
water will cost $1 in some of New York’s finest restaurants including Le Bernardin and
Asia de Cuba as well as in small eateries, such as the little Vesuvio bakery in SoHo.
Ridiculous? Who would ever charge for tap water?

Before you take offense to this extra charge, know that this is all for a good cause. This is
a UNICEF project aimed at saving lives by providing safe drinking water to children
around the world. UNICEF say that with $1, they can provide 40 litres of safe drinking
water, which is enough to give one child safe drinking water for 40 days, or forty children
safe drinking water for one day. With $1, they can provide 100 water purification tablets
to provide clean water for children in crisis situations.

UNICEF also provide interesting statistics about New York tap water of which you m
may not have been aware and which make you wonder why we were paying exorbitant
amounts for mineral water in the first place: tap water (which, in the case of New York,
comes from pristine upstate reservoirs, the largest unfiltered supply in the world) is more
stringently monitored and more tightly regulated than bottled water; apparently New
York City tap water was tested 430,600 times during 2004 alone. So order that tap water
in good conscience on March the 22nd: it is perfectly safe and it is for charity!




